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'WASHINGTON

Inpartant B Bogulasz tia
Presidential Snccession.

Effect of General Butler’s Speech Before
the Court of Impeachment.

The New Jersey Legislature and the
Constitutional Amendment.

The Resolutions Withdrawing the Assent of
the State Presented to the Honse.

The Radicals Indignant and the Reselu-
tions Ordered to be Sent Back
to the Legislature.

The Tax Repeal Bill as Passed
by the Senate.

e

Promulgation of the Order Assigning
General Hancock to the Military
Division of the Atlantic.

WasHiNGTox, March 10, 1568,
Tmporiant Bill Regulnting the Presidentiol
Succeasion.

The blll introduced to-day by Mr. Charchill, of New
York, is looked upon by all parties as of great lm-
portance, In view of the complications which are
possiblie In the present difficulties that have arlsen
between the Exccutive and Lhe leglslative branches of
Rhe government. The act of 1702 provides that in
sase of the death of the President and Vice Presi-
dent the President of the Seoate pro tempore,
and next the Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives, shall succeed. The bill of Mr.
Chorchill extends the succession to the Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court. Also  some

serious doubts have arlsen as to the necessity of the
Becretury of State ordering an election next fall for
President Lo serve In the event of the conviction of
Mr, Johnson daring the unexpired term of Mr, John-
#son, a3 well as the electlon of a President to serve
during the regular term of four years from March 4
mext. Mr. Churchill's bill removes all these doubts,
and declares that no such election for the unexpired
term shall take place. The bl will be brought be-
fore the House for action at the earliest moment, and
there appears to be the utmost readiness Lo adopt 1t.
Genernl Butler’s Speech Before the High
Conrt of Impeachment.

General Butler's opening speech is the all ahsorb-
ing topio this evening. For three mortal hours he
bored the High Court of Impeachment with a
harangue involving a wide range of subject which
in the general ran had very little to do with the
immediate question under consideration. The
speech 18 spoken of, even by the admirers of Mr,
Butler, as an excesalvely dull and feeble effort,
far short of the great expectations placed upon
it Mr. Butler read the formidable document,
which covered thirty-elght printed pages, in a
tone and gesture which would rather suggest mim-
lery than sober earnest. Mr. Butler's voice s the
strangest ever mortal speaker suluted the public ear
with. It resembiles in Its intonations the combined
and varied nolses of & cracked barrel organ and &
chorus of buil terrlers In o étreet Nght—now sharp
and snapplsh, and again wheezy and rasping. Any-
body who has ever seen and heard the manager of a
travelling peep show describing to a gaping
andience of country bumpking the picture
which illustrates the passage of the Alpa by Na-
poleon with a cotton umbrella under his left arm
will be reminded irresistibly of that individual by
hearing Butler on impeachment. The bottled orator
read his speech and made about as much linpression
on his sudience as he did on Fort Flster. Towards
three o'clock a large number of the spectators left,
evidently exhansted and disappointed, and com-
menting upon the effort In not complimentary
epitheta. The general opinion of those interested
in the trial 18 that If the speeches which follow
on the part of the Board of Managers are as
impoteat the prosecution may as well give up the
case at once. It i8 expected Mr. Butler's effort will
get a scathing overhauling from the counsel on the
other side, and it 1s considered its balderdash will be
pretty well exposed, Certalnly lmpeachment starts
under very anfavorable clreumstances,

The IReported Turkish Massacres In Crete.

The despatch forwarded from here last evening by
the Associated Press relative to Turkish massacres
of married women and old men in Crete is pro-
nounced by the best officlal authority here an un-
mitigated Mbrication. Tt s belleved to be a despe-
rate cifort on the part of certain persons here to ex-
cite sympathy of a particular charnoter. The des-
patch goea minutely and elaborately into the narra-
tlon of atrocities of a more diabolical nature than
any the savages of the Flaina have ever been Toilly
of. On the face of it it looks suspicions,

Heavy Democratic Gain in Maine.

"The President recelved a telegraphic dispateh this
afternoon from Bllsworth, Hancock connty, Me,, in-
forming him that the election in that town resulted
in o net gain to the democrats of about three hundyed,

Brillinnt Assemblage at the President’s Levee.

The President held hs fourith leviéo this  even-
ing. The parlors of the Excentive Mansion were
crowded throughiout (he eveanlng hy & very
distinguizhed aod brdliant assembloge, composed
mainly of the more prasninent ofllcers of the govern-
ment, cavil, military axd naval, logether with nearly
Al the lowding forelgn ropresentatives and a throng
of beautiiul ladiea. The President appeared in ex-
cellent spirits, and consersed Hghtly amd pleasantly
with the (riends surrowsding o, General Hancock
appearad early in the evening, and formed one of the
principal centres of attraction,

Hancock’ Appointment to Commnnd the
Military Division of the Atinuotic.
The following I8 the order appolntiog Generel Han-

vock (o the command of the new military diviciou -
GENKEHAL ORDERR No. 17,
HRADGUAKTERS OF THR ARMY, J
AMUTANT GESERAL'S OFFI0E,
Wasamivaron, March 30, 1868,

By direction of the President of the United
Frates  Major General W, S Hancoek i8 relieved
froum commamd of the Fifth Military Idstoict and as
signed to the command of the Milltary Diviston of
the Atiautie, created by Geoeral Onders No, 10 of

e R d 1808,
hi‘uﬁ-ﬂ |:1tnlﬂ ot GENERAL ORANT.

E. .. Towssesn, A, A, G,

General Mancock arrived here from his visit to
New Haven, Conn,, shis morning. At halfpast ten
o'vlock he visited the President. It is expected he
will at once pssume the command of the Military
Divigion of the Atlantic, arrange his stafl and welect
a bulldiog for headquarters,

The Law for the Government of
Southers States.

Secretary Btanton has dssued, I the form of &
seemeral order, Aie act of Congress amendatory of the
act passod on March 21, 1867, to provide for the more
efcient government of the rebel States. 1t is ac-
companied by a note by the Department of State
saywig,  ‘The foregolng act having been presented to
the President for his approval, and not having been

|, retnreed by him within the tlme constitutionally
preseribed, had becowe & law withont his approval.”
Progress of the Work on the Pacifie Roilroad.

A Waahington despateh to the Boning Telegrom
aayn:— T Secretary of the Interior has jnet received
ihe report of the government commissioners on the
wsecond section of twenty-milea of the Sloux Clty and
Facllle Rallroad, extending from the initial point in

the

Bloux Oity to the twentieth mile poat south
from .  Wigteen miles  and  threequarters
of this section 1 in &  straight line.  There

of one huudred and
the Floyd river, und fwenty
on filling sixteen foet

very commodions  depok :'“"
iemporary eugine house have been
bullt In Sloux City, and preparations are belng made
for erecting & permanent brick engine house. Mate-
riale are also belng collected for large machine and
repair shops at some convenient polnt along the
road. The commissioners finding the section in
every respect equal (o a firsl class rallroad, recom-
mended that 18 be accepted, and on the 27th inst,
the section was accepted by the President and the
bl-nn:; and patentsa due the company ordered to be

ued.

THE FORTIETH CONGRESS.

.

. second Sewslon.

SENATE

WASHINGTON, March 30, 1668,

The Senale reassembled at eleven o'clock. The
Chaplain asked a blessing upon the Senators, the
Executive, the Ministers of Btate, the offoers and
privates of the army, and all to whom public trusts
are committed or who have assumed responsibilities
in reference to the nation, especially in regard to the
great trial. He prayed that God would give grace
to his servant presiding over this High Court, wis-
dom to those managing this important case, and a
Epirit of justice and righteousness to those with
whom resta the gsne, y

Mr, EpMUNDS, (vep.) of Vt., called up the bill to
regulate appeald to the Court of Claims, which was
amended and postponed until to-morrow.

THI CASRE OF MR. BUTLER, OF TENNERRER

Mr. TRUMBULL, (rep.) of 111, called up the biil pend-
ing on the adjounrnment on Saturday to relleve Rode-
rick R. Butler, of Tennessee, from political disabili-
ties. The question was on Mr. Buckalew's amend-
ment to strike out the word ‘¢ tion” from the
clause proposing to relleve the disabilities imposed
by the constitution and reconstruction lawa.

Mr. BUCEALEW, (dem.) of Pa., resumed the floor.
he argued that the reconstruction laws having no
application to Tennessee, Mr. Butler could not
properly be relieved from the disabllitles imposed by
them. He quoted the testimony taken in behalf of
Mr. Butler and discussed his record at length, elaim-
ing tilétulm had never rendered any actusl military
serviee,

THE MANUFACTURERS' BILL.

At ten minutes past twelva Mr. Buckalew gave
way at the suggestion of Mr. SHERMAN, (rep.) of
Ohio, who presented the report of the Commitiee of
Conference on the bill to relieve certain manufac-
tures from Internal tax. %

Mr. HENDRICKS, qdam;_z of Tnd.,, moved that the re-
port be laid over and printed, -

Mr. SmERMAN urged immediate naction, saying
everytliing objectlonable to the Senate had been
wiricken out, and the bill, 8o Important to the country,
would go into effect on ’h‘ednuday next.

Several Senalors tglpem acting on the report im-
mediately, and Mr. Sherman consented to have It go
ove;ih;i-l\'mg notice that he would press it as early aa
possible.

Mr. Howe, (rep.) of Wis,, explained that he had
only learned this morning that he had been appolnted
a member of the committee, having received no
notice to attend its meetings, and that Mr. Howard
had attended instead,

Mr. SYEWART, (rep.) of Nevada, said he had heen
notified to attend and bad therclfore signed the re-

port.,

Mr. SHERMAN gaid he, as Chairman, had misappre-
hended the announcement of the committee and had,
therefore, notified Mr. Howard instead of Mr, Howe,

Mr. Hendricks' motion was modified so as to order
the printing simply, and was to.

At half-past twelve o'clock President pro tem.,
vacated the chair, and the Senate assunied the fune-
;;-as:dof i;f a Court of Impeachment for the trial of the

en

After the adjournment of the Court of Impeach-
ment the PREMDENT pro femi. (Mr. Wade) called the
Seuate to order,

CONBIDERATION OF THE MANUFACTURERS' BILL RE-

BUMED,
On_motion of Mr. BHERMAN the Senate again took
uR the report of the conference commitiee on the
bill relative t0 exemping gertaln magufactures
lr‘gml:. ) of Jowa, asked the chal of
A rman
commitiee

Mr. :‘I#thuv-lomin
his why E should not nr the
mx. say that flour eonl bear a tax of two
cents m barrel was a humbug; but he had
¥i rather than bill. He uglhl.ued the
var chunr in the ments In reply to
qr:rlu Hendricks, Frelinghuysen and
oLhora.

Mr. MORRILL, (rep.) of Vt., expressed surprise that
the Senator should call it humbug to exempt lnmber
and flour, which had been exempted from the begin-
nl;l‘u. It wonld be a humbug to tax them now,

r. SHEEMAN retorted thal an equally strong argu-
ment conld be made for exemption on clothing.
:he‘ wre'llhl.mnw that Jumber was consumed mostly

¢ 1he ric

}llr. MORRILL fald it was desirable to exempt lum-
ber because it alfected bullding, and that very litue
profit was made on dour,

Mr. GriMes sald the Senator from Vermont (Mr,
Morrill) had repeated exactly the arguments used b;
himself last yewr aguinst the I on exporte
lumber. The lnmbermen and millers were among
the richest men in the country, and this would simply
place them on the footing with other manufaclurers.

Mr, CONNESSE, (rep.) Cal., denled that two or
}hm&uollm of tarilf were added o the prices of

uinber.

Mr. GriMes sald It was in his section,

Mr. CoNkuiNag, (rep.) of N, Y., condemned the lpm-
vislon In regard 1o whiskey frands as maore lishie to
abuse than any previous one.  The Attorney General
would act upon the representations of the District
Altorney, the very officer agalnst whose muolfea-
sance It was Intended to provide. So with the
Secretary of the 1 ¥ bordinates, He
alluded to the New York system of requiring nedle
progegui to be granted In open conrt where both sides
could be heard and reasons shown. He feared the
would be holsted with their own petand in thus ai-
lowing to be done by some clerk of the Treasury De-
!mruntnl inw closet what wis not allowed to bedone

3y & court, They should keep in the proper channels of
Justice.  He did not feel like moving to send this re-
port back, hul hoped i6 would pot be taken as a pre-
cedent tntlm L! hat it would be arranged better in a sub-
rguent

r. Howarp, (rep.) of Mich., reminded the Senator
that it has always begn in the power of Districl At-
torney to enter nolle grogegud and discontinue o case,
wiich was one of the greatest sources of corruption
und abuse under the adwinistration of our Jaws.

My, CoNkpixa asked whether the Attorney Generil
wis not as likely to be iInfuenced by the representia-
tion of the INstrict Attorney as o court would by

Mr. Howanp replied that the eonrt had nothing to
do with it. The Distriet Attorney had the power
himself, withont asking the court, and then, if the
conrt had the power, it was generally Influenced by
the District Attorney,

Mr. Monrox, (rep.) of Imgl., sald this did not
change exieting local laws, bat simply required, in
addition, the supervision of the Altorney General
and the Seeretary of ithe Treasury. He, a8 o ipeme-
ber of the copritios, had agreed to this as the be=t
means he could obtam Tor the punishment of
whiskey frimis.

Mr, CoNgrisa dissented, holding that this allowgl
every question to be dectded by the fpse it of two
ofelnls, bat ns it wis awt Cusor aul wling he sup-
posed they must acqulesce,

My, Hesprioks (dem.) of Ind., sald he would vote
against the report beeause of the NANth and lnst sec-
tions,  He claimed that s effect would be to water
the responsibility until there was none, and Lhat
there was more heek upon disteict altorneys o local
public opinion than by this mode,  He atso held that
paniehinent by both fine and waprisonuent wonld

wOrk unjustiy i many cases,
The repurt was then agreed to, and at five minntes
paar tive n'clock the Senate adjourned,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
WasdmNGron, Marich
FETITION,

Me. DA kS, (Pep) el Masa, presented a petition of
Juhp Hamilton & son and other citiens of Hawp-
den gounty, Mass,, for the reineval of e vppressive
lax an petrolenm.

ASSISTANT ENGINEURS IN TOE SAVAL ACADENY,

Under the call of States for Gill=and junt resolutions
Mr. Eraor, (rep.) of Mass,, introdaced o il relating
to third assistant engloscrs in the Naval Academy,
which was referred o the Comunities on Naval
AfMaire,

B, Ao,

THE SHIPPING INTHIREAT,
Mr. ELior alan presented a memonial of Charbss i,
Nazaro, President, and other oMeers.of the Board of
Trade, and F. W, Lincoln, N, Thoms Lamb and
elghty-elght wther merchants and citizean of Boston,
ing for legislation in ald of the shippi d
:“I‘,f!?ﬂ“ ll'ld!'dl' the United States, vhlgg:&.?u
ferred to thie Committes on Commmerce.
VACANCIES IN THE OFFICEY OF FRESIDENT AND Viem
PRESIDENT,
Mr, CHurenrie, (rep.) of N. Y., introdeced & bill to
amend the act of Mare 1792, relatlte o vacan-
cies in the oMces of President and Vice President of
the United Statos, requiring new election In case of
an Interval of elghteen montha betwees the doubls
vacanoy and the ordinary termination of the Presi.
dential term, which was referred to 1he Judiclary
Committee,

PEXEIONE,

Mr. CrrroRiny introduced a bil nuupmmnlar,r 1o

the several acta relating to ons. Rebrred to the

Committes on Invalid

KEW JEREEY AND THR CONSTITUTIONAL MMENDWENT,
Mr. HamnT, (dem.) of N, J., presented 4 jolnt resn

me—
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Totion axto withdrawing the consent of the Sigte of

Ke:r J;:?;&lﬁe : il:wuthm'nl. uf L vune
i i 'ls., 5
RL.“‘ mﬂ?l-lql called for the vead
WASHBURNE, of nkhm the Speaker
Whallos il was tom to return the docu-
meit to the New J Legislature?
Simgamy ! |t WSy youwyse il pibery
prekeited I wie My, woe® JOUT muwer O i

t - -
Mr, WasHBURNE sald that if it were In order he
would make that motion a8 a rebuke to a dialoyal

tare,
ﬂm:,:mmed M'lug‘l' alnwum
interrupted r. ELDRIDGE, W wou
reading if the resolutions would appear

the reading might as well be
now, as the time for w#w&r to the
Benate had almost arrived,

wdm-—m uf:e document be read,

that he would make a

resolution, the
Committee of t#u\;’bo!e g L g
Chairman, Mr, bm 8, and accom-
panied by the Clerk, Mr. McPherson, and the Assist-
ant Dour{?lr. Buxton, would atlcud the Managers
to the bar of the Benate,

The order was earried out.

RETURN FROMETHE SENATE,

The House reassembled ut twenty minutea past
four o'clock, when Mr, Washburne, of Illinols, re-

rted that Committee of the Whole had, ac -

to order, attended the sitting s a Court
of Impeachment for the trial of Andrew Johnson;
that progress had been made in the trial, and that
the Senate, sitting a8 & Court of Impeachment, had
urned until twelve o'clock to-morrow,

HSPEAKER sald the report would be entered on
the journal, and ssked whether the gentleman from
Ilinols lad any suggestion to make as to the hour of
mun.n\g L0-INOrTow,

Mr. WasHpurNe suggested that the House ghould
meet at & quarter before twelve, 80 as o give time
enongh to read the journal,

Mr. BANKR, (rep.) of Muss,, suggested that the
House should meet at eleven o'clock.

Mr. SCHENCK, [rw.‘L of Ohlo, sald that the confer-
ence committee on the bill relleving wanufactures
m Ltaxation I8 morning on & report,
that the report had made to tne Senate and that

he had been informed by the chalrman of the Finance
Committee that the Senate proposed to take up the
report this evening and to dispose of It. He trusied,
therefore, that as the pill was to go Into etfect on the
18t of April the House would meet LO-morrow at
eleven or half-past tén In order to dispose of the con-
ference report,

The SPEAKER asked I there was any objection to

the pmxponltinnr

Mr, KERR, (dem) of Ind,, objected.

THE NEW JERSEY MATTER HRESUMED.

The SPEAk ik sald the House would now resume
the consideration of the matter which was bein
read at the time the House went Into Commitiee o
the Whole to attend the Manag the Senat
belng the joint resolution of the New Jersey
ture withdrawing Its t to the
amendment known as the fourteenth article.

Mr. SCHENCK gave notlce that he would move to
suspend the rules so as to provide for a meeting to-
morrow @l half-past ten. He hoped that all inte-
rested In the guestion about mubufictures would
remin in the hall,

Mr. ELpringe made the point of order that the

ntleman from Ohto could not interropt the read-
ng l?r the resolutiuns by any such notice or re-
mirk.

The SrEAKER sald that on considering the subject
he would rule that as the luurmn? hour on Monday
ditfered from the other morning hours of the week,
in that it expired one hour after the reading of the
Journal, the murnlg? hour to-day had expired, and
that the reading of the resolution should go over
until next Monday.

Mr. WaAsuBURSE, of 11L.—I move to suspend the
rules for the purpose of offering o resolotion i refer-
ence Lo the paper presented (rom New Jersey,

Mr. Baxks—Lel us bave the question of adjourn-
ment settled Arst,

The SPEAEER—The paper Lo which the gentleman
alludes 14 not yot before the House,  Its reading was
cominenced, but it goes over until Monday nex

Mr. Scursck—I move Lo suspend the rules so as to
order i recess LIl hadfl-past ten 0'clock Lo-morrow,

Mr. Ross (dem.) of Hl—1 wove that the House do
now aljourn, ¥

Mr. ELoripGE called for the yeas and nays,

Mr, SCHENCK rpmarked that that was filibustering.,

and were not ordersd.

that the urder for an early
ltnmeeting of the House ¥hould be made as 4 continuous

derstood that this filibus-
lul thing of passing the

Mr. ELDRIDGE reto) that If the Igcnmsmn from
relleve laborers the members on the
g aﬂedm&ummwmwuhm

Mmlumuq!nhﬂmm order made for
A seasion for to-morrow at half-past ten,

Mr. WASHBURNE, of 11L.—1 move to suspend the
rules ror the purpose of making the following order:—

Resol That the )| of the Legislature of Ny er-
sey purporting to withdrmw \he sssent of m’f."m
constitntional amendment, known as the fourteenth wrilcle,
be returned by the Fpeaker of the House to the gentleman
who " for the reason that the same is diw
o the House and scandalous o character, and that i title
only shiall be referred (o in tbe jouroal aod lo tbe Congre-
wional (lobe,

Mr, 1llaGuT said be supposed the Chalr had already
dechded thnt guestion.

The Sreaskn suid the motion now submitted was
different from that before wﬁammd If this were o
simple resolution offered by the gentleman from -
nots he wonld rule it unguestionably not in order;
but it wag & motion to suspend the rules for the pur-
pose of making the order, The rules could be sus-
fnmdvd ot any time for the purpose of taking o peti-

fon from before o eommittee and of ordering it to
be rétnrmed o 8 mwember, or of taking any other
paper, not before the Honse at all, from the files of
thie Tlonse amd sending 1t w0 the Senute, or transferring
it to any other place whatever. This was a motion
1o suspend the rules and was therefore in order,

Mr. ELpripdE—The Chair has aiready decided that
the paper is not before the House and cannot be be-
fore the House.

The SPEAKER—The is in the custod
House, and Is exuctly in the positlon as
been referred by the House to & committee,

Mr. ELpripii—1l the resolution s not bhefore the
Ilouse it s still the property of the gentieman from
New Jersey (Mr. Halghi), and I in his possession;
and | deny the vight of the House to take it out of his
possession,

The SreakEr—Uagnestionably not; beeanse the
Chalr ruled upon it hefore the hour for recess, amd
the Chiir conld pot huve raled apon i€ 07 that were so,

Mr. Eromipae—I understund the raling of the
ﬁlaulr tobe thut the resolution was not before the

(OVETLN

The SprakEr—That |4 trae, the Chair so roled; bat
it was not hecanse the paper was it possession
of the gentleinun Irom New Jersey,

My, Ros=s demanded the readiog of 1he resolution of
the New Jersey lA:ﬁlwlumre.

The Sreaken sald the gentleman had uot the right
to demand its reading.

Mr. Ross—Certaduly, if we are o vole u< 1o s
(R TTTTS ;Iutump-.'cllul ad scandalous we should have
it yend,

The seraRikr—If the gentleman 8 not <ulisfied
With It that 18 matier whieh  mus=t govern his voue;
hat he hns no right to demand the eading of &
[lu]"'l'. except that which e has Lo et upon an the

Touse, and which is the reseinton otdered by the
gentleman from uols,

Mr. Broogs, (denn) of N Yo—=1 raise the guesiion
of ovder whether we who did not happen 1o be o the
House when the paper was vead Bave nob s right to
Know what it is, apgd what we aoe To vole ypon, as
being scandalons and disrespectinl,

The SPFEAKER =all the rules presiue every member
Lo bt In bis geat from the mceting b e o jonenien s
of the Howse, niless when e is absctl by jeave (rom
the Honse,

M. ELomipor—=The gentletan from New York i«
no worse off than the rest of us, The document was
only partially remd, and pow we are reguired 1o voe
to retarn to the New Jersey Leglslnture o resolution
64 hiving scandualous withoul kuowlng whnt it s,

The SPRAKES—The Chair wil state, sithoush i is
an argnment ander the garb of g poiut of order, that
that 14 ap argument which addresses isell Wt
gentleman’s voue, snd not to the pariininentary con-
ditlon of the resolution. The resolution offered by thy
gentleman from Hools clabos on its face that suim-
clent has been read to shiow that dosutoent s dis-
reapectind to the House,  Whether that is so o ool i
i% for the House to determine, uot for the Chair to role
upon.

l!ltl, Harcet understood the resolotion now befare
tit Honse to refer to the Lingnage used ju the reso.
pation whieh he had Lad the honor 1o present this
worning.  That lunguage had oot all been read to
pipe Honse, apd the meaning of that whileh bad been
read depunded very much on that which had noi
neen read.

The SPEALER averrnled the poiot of order.

Mr. Ross moved that the House sagyourn, und M:,
Frnninuk demunded the veas aud oabs,

The yeas and nays were oldercd, gand the vote re-
sulted yeas 30, nays 19

The question wis then taken on Mr, Washburne's
motion (o suspend the rales and adopt his resolution,

e vote resulted yeas 80, nays 17, =o the rules
were suspenided aopd the resolution sdopted,

The voles of the New Jersev membeers were:—
Ave—Mesars, Halsey, Hill and Moore; uo—Mr,
Ualght; absent—Mr, Sltgreaves,

hen the pame of Mr. Brooks was called he «aid,
of decline to vote, The paper to be yoted on has nor
even been read.”
Wit BOTLER'S lhhlﬁ.‘ml“?’;mﬁ THE IMPFRACHMENT
"

Mr. Scurseg moved (o saspend the riles to engble
him to oer the following resolution: -
woil, That thern ba printed for (he ll‘dr Hones
e tho muﬂhéﬂ“ adderss of thie Hon, Bep .
in F, ther, of t ":u‘:'g:imlhn of he
F—ﬂ nlal of Andrew Johneon,
entdent the Unit hatore the with the
bristl of authorities, and forty thousand
the accompanying brief,
The rules were suspended and the resolution wee
referred to the Committes on Printing.
Mr. Bangs moved tosaspend the rules o as to offer
the following resolution:—
Revolved, That duriog the week the Hojiss will mest sach
day, #xeept Torsday, st alnven o'elock,
Mr, WaswmonNe, of 1), —I ahject, ardd move that
e Hapse do now asdjonim,
o ot ol Me, Washhurne wae pgresd 1o, apd

Lewlala-

i 1001l

of the
It haa
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the House, at 8 guarter-past five o'clock. adionrned
o ha - past en oot ow oriug.

THE TAX REPEAL BILL.

WasniNarow, March 50, 1508,
The following 18 the Lext of the bill to exempt cer-

tain manUBEIiIeE foin mierna] tax and for other

L PR 22 ey (0 ihe Semave, thfough fie

report of the Committee of Conference, und which
awalts the concurrence of the House:—

Be it enacted, &c., That secttona forty-nine and
w-ﬂu of the act entitled “An act to provide in-
revenue to sugpor. the government, Lo pay
interest on the public debt and for other purposes, ™
June 13, 1864, and all acts and parts of acts

of sald sections, he and the same are

hereby repealed; except only so much of the sald
ereto as relates Lo the

taxes thereby on made of coal,
wholly or In r"t'f or usum other ma-
alatee) clla oF seiicle” the pehads of the
o8, the u 1
tilation, lation or refining of crude leum,
or of any istillation of coal, shale peat,
asphaltum or other bituininous substances, on wines
therein and on snuff and all the other
manufactures of , including cigarettes, cigara

and cheroots; provided that the products of pretro-
leum and bituminoos substances herelnbefore men-
tioned, except llluminating gas, shall from and after
the Of this act be taxed at one-half the rate
se¢tion ninety-four,

SE0. 2. Thaynothing In this bill contained shall be
natrued Lo repeal or interfere with any law, regu-
lution or provision for the assessment or collection
of any tax which under existing laws may acerue
before the 1st of April, A. D. 1868; and nothin

herein contal shall be construed as o repeal o
any tax upon machinery or other articles whicn
have been or may be dellvered on contracts made
with the United States gnnr tothe pnasage of this act.

SEC. & Thal after the lat day of June next no
drawback of lnternal taxes paid on manufactures
shall be allowed on the exportation of any articie of
domestic manufacture on which there is no internal
tax at the time of exportation; nor shall such draw-
back be allowed in any case unless it shall be proved
by eworn evidence in writing to the satisfaction of
the minissloners of Internal Hevenue that
the tax had been paid, and that such articles of
manufacture were, prior to the 1st day of April, 15888,
wetually purchased or actually manufactored and
contracted for, to be deliversd for such exportation;
and no claim for such drawback or for any draw back
of internal tax on exportations made prior to the

of this act shall be pald unless presented to
Commissioner of Internul Revenue before the 1st
day of 2“%?:' 1808, -
EC. Al every person, firm or corporation
who shall manufacture, by hand or machinery, any
wares or merchundise (breadstus and un-
mannfactured lnmber excepted) not otherwise spe-
cially taxed as such, or who shall beengaged In the
manufacture or preparation for sale of any articles
or compounds not otherwise gpeclally taxed, or shall
put up for sale in  packages with  his
own name or trade mawk thereon any articles
or compound not otherwise specially taxed, and
whose annual sales exceed $5,000, shall pay, for
every additional §1,000 in excess of $5,000, $2; and
the amount of siles in excess of the rate of §5,000 per
anpum ghill be returned quarter yearly to the As-
sistant Assessor, and the tAx on the excess of £5,000
shall be amsessed by the Assessor and pald guarter
yearly in the montha of January, April, July and Oc-
tober of ench year as other taxes are assessed and
paid; and the first assessment herein provided for
shall he made in the month of July, 1868, for the three
months then next preceding,

Skc. 5. That every person engaged In earrying on
the business of a distiller who shall defrawd or at-
tempt to defraud the United States of the tax on the
apirits distilled by him or any part theveol ghall for-
feit the distillery and distilling apparatng used by
him, and all distilled spiits and ol raw materinlg
for the production of distitled splvits fornd in the
distillery and on the distillery premises, amnd shall on
conviction be fined not less than £500 nor more than
£5,000, nndd be unprisoned not less than six months
nor more than three years.

8gc. 6, That ifany ofMfcer or agent appointed and
acting umder the authority of any revenue law of the
Onited States shinll be gullty of gross neglect in the
discharge of any of the duties of his onlee, or ghall
onruljlre or collnde with any other person to defrand
the United States, or shall make opportunity for
any person to delrnud the United States, or shall
do, or omit o do any act with intent 1o enable any
person to defraud the United States, or shall make
or sign any false certficate or return In any case
whore hie 18 by law or regulation required to make o
certificate or return, or having Knowiedge or in-
formation of the violation of any revenue law by any
person, or- of  frand committed by  any
person agninet the United States under any
revenuc law of the United States, shall fall to report
In wriling such knowledge or Information 1o his next
superior oMeer, and 1o the Commissloner of Internal
Hevenue he shall, on conviction, be fined not less
than $£1,000 nor more than $5,000, and shall be im-
prlﬂmeci uot less than six mon nor more than
three years. i

Sec. 7. And 08 T8 farther enacted that no tompro-
mise, discontinasnes or nolle proseqci of any prose-
cution under this act shall be allowed withonl the
permission in writing of the Secretary of the Treasury
and the Attorney General.
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AMUBEMENTS.

FRENCH THEATRE—~The “Belle Héléne' was per-
formed here jast night to an immensely crowded
house, enthusiastically delighted and giving in every
sentiment the general verdict that this is the greatest
of all the comic operas. No entertainment fits so
exactly as coglic opera does all the requirements of
the city public in the way of thestrical entertainment,
It I8 light and does not wear the brain; 1t s brilllant
and fills the eye; ik 18 brimful of the spirit of art and
charms the taste; It i richly nonsensical and minjs.
tersto our universal love of fun; it sparkies, bubbles,
effervesced, with the dainty, dellcious sort of musio
for which the public has » passion. All this being
true of comic opers in ﬁemml. I8 true ten times
over of “La Belle Hétdne." The libretto of this piece 18
one of the best results of modern historienl eriticlam.
It takes us at once right through the whole crust of
the neroics, smashcea the anclent ideals of Helen,
Apamemnon, Achilles, arls and Menelaus, and puts
us falrly in company with those queer Greeks, just
as they were, Just as they lved and langhed and
muade fun of one  another. AL all events,
it gives it more natural idew of them than any to be
golten out of the hvalized yarns of that old harper,
who gloritled in such jolly heroies the ancestors of
every man whe brought him out to dinner. The
musie sympatihlces with the libretto. It bears the
seme relation to the stiited and tremendous In mu-
sle—tlit s, the clussical—as the story does to
Homer, 1018 Tailiar, absord, vidienloas, r I
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BURSTING OF THE CROTON WATER PipssLyester
diy morning some alarm was created when a report
reached the Tweifth ot stution house that the
Croton watef pfped arst on the corner of 119th
street and Secomd av the corner of I
And First avenus, and in’120th aireat, l.eflﬁ?#m:
avenne AL dfehnd A. Croton Board were im-
mediately notifled of the ocourrence,

A REMONSTRANCE.—The property owners in the
neighborhood of Thirty-second and Thirteenth strects
are Indignaot at the action of the State Senate in
passing the Cross Town Rallway bill. Yesterday
morning a large meeting of interested parties met at
the Everett Iouse for the lrurpm of protesting

against the pam of the bill by the Assembly, The
meeting was ed ovel r. John Sherwood,
and Mr, N. &?lumon ICHJ l?z

hmua. A written
remonstrunce was and signed, and p com-
mittee appointed to proceed to Albany, and, If pos-
gible, secure the defeat of the bill in the lower house.

Tae NicOLSON PAVEMENT.—Mayor Hoffman has
before him resolutions of the Common Councll direct-
Ing the jaying of Nicolson pavement In Second ave-
nue from from Fourteenth to Nineteenth street, and
Fourteenth strect [rom Unlversity place to Elghth
avenue. The Mayor will retaln the papers during
the present week for the purpose of allowing the
property owners on the line of those streets Lo ex-
press their opinions on the matter,

MERTING OF FREIGHT AcENTS.—The freight agents
residing In this city held an adjourned meeting in the
director’'s room of the American Express Co., 124
Broadway, yesterday afternoon, to agree on a tari@or
R’ngeau for the forwarding of packages, &c., on fast

ight ‘and despatch trains, ese agents held

8 convention on the the 23d Inst.,, and organized

themselves Into a soclety, electing a presiding and

other officers, and appointing committees to consider

and report on various branches of business. ‘The re-

port on pri‘eag 111' utglelgm wis fully discussed; It was
& H

pted as a whole, The meet-
ing was strictly private,

NEw YORK METHODIST EPISCOPAL CITYy SUNDAY
SCHOOL AND MISSIONARY BOCIETY.—The annual
meeting of the above Society was held at 8t. Paul's
chureh, corner of Fourth avenue and Twenty-second
#treet, last night, The attendance wns very large
and the servicea of an lmpressive character. The
muslcal gervicea, under the direction of Mr. G, P.
Benjamin, formed one of the features of the enter-
tainment. From the annual report 1t seems that the
year ending March 31 has been one of unusunl pros-
rerlty. The totai receipts were $65,706 05; expendi-

ures, §65,248 10; leaving a balance of $518 85. There
are twelve schools, one of which Is for colored pupils,
sustained by the Bociety, the average attendance
being 1,500, an increase over the previons year of 485,
The lnrgest attendance was 2,434, of whom 1,176 were
miled il 1,258 femalea, A large amount in dona.
tions has been received during the year fron gentle-
men Interested in the spread of religlous knowledge,

EXPEDITIOUS PASSAGE OF THE VILLE DE PARIS.—
The steamship Ville de Paris, of the General Trans-
atlantic Company's line, accomplished the distance
between this port and Havre in elght days und six-
teen hours, being the guickest trip on recont.

BEIZURES OF TODACCO DY INTERNAL REVESUE
OFFICERS.—Yesterday morning Inspector Harvey,
of Mr, Bhook's district, seized at pler 21 East river
thirty-nine cases of smoking tobacco which, from
the brands, appeared to have been manufactured n
a Southern State prior to 1883, and therefore ouly
subject to a tax of five cenls per pound, Experts,
however, gay It 18 of recent manipulation, and, beln,
of cholce leaf, worth to the Kevenue Departinent (-
tetn or forty cepts per pound. Tweuly-one Lar-
rels of smoking tobacco were also selzed in Fulton
street by Inspector Harvey. On some of the barrels
were counterfeit marks designed to cheat the gov-
ernment of 118 just dues,

BALL OF TUE LITERARY CLUSTER.—The first enfer-
taluoment of the above assoclation took plece last
night at the City Assembly Rooms. [t was an entlre
success,  The assoclation Is eomposed entirely of
young men for the pu of encournging & taste
for lierary pursuits. The proceeds of last night's
entertainment are to be gencrously donuted to the
wid of the Hebrew Orphan Asylum,

THE BUICIDE oF BERNARD Emumicui—A Tovcm-
ING LETTER.—An inquest was yesterday held at
Bellevue Hospital by Coroner Sehirmeét over the re-
mains of Bernard Emmrich, the German who com-
mitted sulelde on Saturday night by hanging hi It

IMPEACHMENT

Trial of President Andrew Joknson,
Charged With High Crimes
and Misdemeanors.

Upening Speeeh of Representative Benjamin P,
Butler for the Prosecution.

Third Day’s Proceedings
of the High Court.

UNITED STATES BENATE CHAMBER,
WasmingroyN, March 30, 1568,
At half-past tweive o'clock the Chief Justice ene
tered the Senate chamber and took the chalr, which
had just been vacated by the President pro tem. of
the S¢nate.

The same orderly and well dreased audience as on’
former occasions Olled the galleries. Carl Schurs
was observed among those admitted o the privi
leges of the floor,

The Sergeant-at-Arma made the proclamation com-,
manding sllence,

The Presldent’s counsel entered and Look thelr
seats as before.

At twenty-five minutes to one o’clock the Sergeant-'
at-Arms announced the Managers on the part of the
House of Representatives, who took their places,
with the exception of Mr. Stevens, who entered soom
afterwards and took & seat alightly apart from tha
Managers' table, i

The House of Representatives was then announced,
and the members appeared, headed by Mr. Wash-
burne, of llinols, on the arm of the Clerk of the
House, and were seated.

The minutes of the last day of the trial were then
read.

OPENING OF THE CASE ON THE PART OF THE FROSE-
CUTION—ARGUMENT OF M. B F. BUTLEHR.

Mr. BurLemr, at & quarter before one o'clock,
commenced his opening speecn, which he read froin
printed slips, as follows:—

MR. PRESIDENT AND GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE:—

The onerous duty has fallen o mwy fortune to prej
sent to you, imperfectly as 1 must, (he several propo-
sitions of fact and law upon which the House of
Rep ives will { ur to the caluso
of the people agnlgst the President of the United
States, now pending at your bar, The high statlon
of the accused, the novelty of the proceeding, the
gravity of the business, the lmportance of the ques-
tlona to be prosented to your adjudication, the possi=
ble momentons result of the issues, cach and sl
must plead for me to claim your attention for as
long & time a4 your patlence may endure. Now, for
the st time in the history of the world, has o
nation l.ll'uluirtlt before  ts  highest tribunal  its
chief executive magistrate for trial and possible
deposition from oMce upon charges of maladminis-
tration of the powers and duties of that oMce. In
other thmes and o other lands (L has been fonnd that
despotisins could only be tempered by assassination,
and nations living npder constitui fonal governments
even have found no mode by which to rid them-
selves of a tyranpieal, wmbeclle or faithless roler
save by overturning the very foundation and frame-
work of the government ltself; and but recently, in
one of the most civitized and powerful governments
of the world, from which our own institutions
bave been  largely  modelled, we  have  seen
. natlon  submit for years to the rule ol
an Insane King because s constitution contained
no method for s removal, Oui lahers, more wisely
founding our government, have provided for all suci
and shallar exigencles o conservanive, effectual and
rruliml remedy by the copsiutional provision that
Lie “President, Vice President and all civil officers
of the United Stdtes shall be removed from office om
Impeachment for and conviction of treason, bribery
or other high crimes and misdemeanors, ' the con-
stitation leaves nothing to impheation, elther as to

in the malt house atlached to s brewery in Forty-fifth
street, near Second avenue, u8 already reported in
the HERALD, Destitul #ickness and despalr, as
inferred from the following letter which he wrote
previous to committing the act, were Lhie causes which
prompted him to nate his existence:—

minerabla and left father, brothers and aivlers;
Me-lm by ane h-'?,wlwbnd’d have belpod me; now
my hour has come; 1 will not live sny i this world
tiod pardon my sing, and take me up to Thy :qunnl.

A verdict in accordance with the foregolng lacts
wus rendered by the jury.

Briciog BY TAKING Po1sos.—Coroner Keenan waa
yesterday notified to hold an Inquest nt No, 173
Fourth street, on the body of Joseph Hamilton, a
man foriy-fonr yeara of age, who died on Sunday
from the effects of polson. Some Ume since deceased
wid i barkeeper in the Wallnce Hotel in the Bowery,
but for the last few weeks he bhad been oul of em-
ployment. Mr. Hamllton bad acted strangely for
some days, and those (o the house with him belleved
he was suffering from temporary aberation of mind.
His Jundiady informed him that he must secure
another boarding place. On Sunday morning Hamil-
ton wenl to his room and lay down on the bed,
soon after which his fmnee seemed o look purple and

le witernsiely. This excited suspicion, and a

octor who was ledd gave the opinlgn that he
had taken some mineral polson. Antidotes were
ndministered, bul without efect, and death ensued
some hours aflerwards, On examining his room
after death a sharply ground table knife wiich had
been missing for two weeks was discovered, amd
doubtless he had contemplaied taking his lfe with
it. Deputy Coroners Wooster Beach and Knox, Dr.
Finnell other medical gentlemen were ealled to
make o post mortem examinstion on the body. De:
eeased was forty-four years of age and a native of
Connecticut, in which State his relatives live, His
mother I8 siatd to be an inmate of & luuatic asylum in
Connecticut,

PropasLe MunpER.—A young man named John
McCabe, residing at No, 538 West Twenty-eighth

in happiest keeplng with the veln of the plece. aml
nlways perfectly delicions, Already *La Belle Hélene"
T made o geeat ity and we doubt not 16 wiil feirly
rival is predecessor in contigoed favor,

WALLACK'S THREATIE, " Rosedale™ still edntinues
the great attraction at Wallack's, Last night the
amlience was lorge, clegant and enthusinstie. Mr.
Wallack was o excellent spivite and played Elliot
Grey Inou style that lef nothing to be desired, My,
John Guibert's Mbles MeKennn was & capital produoc-
tion amw! gained, as it merited, repeated rouods of
applunse,  Miss Rose Eviinge was, a8 asual, charm-
g I the characier of Rosa Lelgh, and all the com
pany performed their respective parts In that ele-
gant and finished styde which always marks the pro-
dinetion ol any plece on My, Walloek's stage,  “Rose.
date™ will be presented every night this week.

HeoanWay THEATRE—"“Joe," in its socomd week
an s cosey amd delightful theatre, judeing from the
targe and fashionable attendance lust evening, pro-
st Lo draw as largels as on the first week of 118 re-
prosentation, o popular estimation the play, n fact,
i lready stamped as oa decided vival to “sSam."
Like, the latter comedy, written expressly for Mr.
Clhanfran, than wiaom theve b= neactor on (e modern
Lo possessing more ver<atitity, it presents him in
eqiuilly diverse and nmnsing characters.  For all
wio want tolangh and grow fal this s the place
still ns 0t has been lor weeka past.  Copsidering
the mrowing populanty of the play, It I8 10 be re.
gretted that My, Chanfrau’s engagement termingtes
w0t He gives wav to Mr, and Mrs, Barpey Wil-
i, who dre anoounced 1o appear here on the 13th
of next mont b,

NUB s=Tue Waire FAws."—Legs seem to be
s14il the reigning featire on the metropolitun boards,
to gadge from the immense houses that patronize

SPne Wihite Fawn'  Althengh the management
Bnve pot vel fogd it necessary to bring in any new
feature in Lhe Spectacie, vet the atteadance ls sl

tonnense, The maguilcent scenery, complete, woll
tradned ballet and fne musie (which has been won-
deciully tproved sipoe the Grst night) of the **White
Fuwn,” place this spectacle fur ahead of anythin
we have ever had o thls line Lo the goodly dity of
Gotham,

OuyMew THEAreS. < Homply Dampty,* derived
from the veracious metory of Mother Goose, s still
atbractive atthis house.  © Hompty Dumpty™ is a

rent i, 0 great sucoesd, o refreshing entertnlnment,

He only diffienity e tont they who have not reserved
ACALS mnsl he content to staad or call again.

NEW YORK THEAIRE.—~A beacfit was tendered
Mesars, Schell and Denhnt, scenic artlst and machin-
it of this cpsey rlsre of amusement, last evening,
upon which oceasion the always r-pnllr dramutizn-
tion of the story of the “Hidden Hand," the musical
tarietta of “No, or the Glprions Minority," und other
attractions, were presented to a house goodiy in num-
hers and appreciadve and enthogisstic 1o di ton.
Mrs, Kate Hynar as Capitoia, Mr. G, C. Boniface aw
Black Uonald, and Mr. W, L, Jamison a8 Wool, did
excellentiy in the former plece, rendering their re-
gpective oharaotasizations with & vim that was essen-
Lially w pleasure to withess. They were repentedly
ealled bsfore the curtaln, A8 & whole, the perform-
RINE WA very soceptable,

Bowyny Turaire.—~Mr, and Mre. Hdwin Blin.
ohard and thelr dogs Cario and Nero entered upon the
second woek of thelr o ment here last
A good house testified to popularity, while their
aicecss in a new plece fully bore out the reputation
earned by them in previous represent ations,

De Ganwo's Hane—Mi28 Lacosve's Reapinas,—
The readings or recitals of Misa Lacoste are alto-
gether unlque. She I8 & lady who trusts entirely
0 & most remarkable to enable her “to

forth in action and volee whole of one of

Sh e plays,’ and the audacity of this young
and beatifl ariist e equalled only ﬁ, her -u’n-ﬂ-.

Hireet, d oMeer Miller, of the Twentieth pre.
cinet, shortly after midnight this morning, In
Twenty-seventh street, near Ninth avenue, amd told
him that some person to him unknown lind stabbed
him I the right breast. MeCabe secmed o grow
suildenly worse, and soon showed symptoms as if

Aying.  He was conveyed 1o Moaut St Hosptal.
NEW JERSEY.
Newnrk.
SHOUTING  AFFRAY IN A BARROOM —Yostomday

afternoon an affray took place in a lager beer nalosu
kept by & German pamed Martin Engel, 0 No, 58
Mill street, In the course of which & man named

Patrick MeTasney, & resident of that section of the
city Known as Stumptown, susialned severs injury
through having been shot with a pistol in the right
nnnulacr. Clubs and Knlves were also frecly used,
thongh with less serfons resulta, It secms the pro-
prietor, Engel, waoted the party of which McTasney
was a member 0 leave his  place, bLut they
refused, e then, as  alleged, took @ huge
clob  and afor  makingy s general  cleéearance
closed np the place, Thoy subsequenily rallied, broke
several panes of glass, and were atout effecting an
eatrance when Engel appeared with a revolver and
used i the manner stated, He was afterwarnds ar-
rested and held to awadt the result of MeTasuey's
injuries,

A ConoNkit BERIOUSLY ASSAULTED, - Information
was received yesterday by Coroner John Ball that s
woman named Dorothea Kline, Afty-four years of age,
residing in & miserable shanty on Springticid avenne,
had died suddenly under circumstances of a rather

susplcious character, I8 appearance on (he scene
wus  quickly followed by @ ferce attack on
the part of Anthony Werber, Marguret Werber, his
wite, and a man named Curistian Engelstein, These
worthies, 1t 4 alleged, pitched into Mr. Ball fur-
onusly, turmﬁ & portion of s beard from lis face
and beating him about the head and body also. An
oflicer who run to his assislance was also roughi
handied, The trio were mlneﬂ:enﬂy arrested an
lodged in the station honse, o Coroner and Dr,
Dodd, the county physician, then discovered that the
deceased was & widow and owned property to uhe
amount of $1,500, which, as supposed, Werber
wanted to secure, A post-mortem examination of
the body was made, but ns yet Ilﬂﬂ‘lll:‘. has traps-
pired tending to support the jdes that deceased had
died from other than natural canses,

DIED FROM EXCESSIVE DRINKING. —Michae! Byroes,
the keeper of a drinking saloon on Markes strest,
was found dead in his bed yesterday mo i .
ing died from urmln,dﬂniiﬂ,'. !Eln:“n .:n
charge of & policeman at the time,

Morristown,

Tag WATER SUPFLY SCOEME Dyrxa s —The
scheme which was proposed for the introdnction of
water Into Morristown, Invoiving a cost of §240,000,
m o:'f:;r A lengthy detate, been defsatod by o lacge

Yl et Count. Tt MosaupEs
conn! net Missisnippl,
lng the feel haa extended into the iﬂjull'ug
be recollected that some time mnce
there waa an encounter belween certaln negroes who
were found out to _bhe in robberies, one of
whom, mmmnmuf mun ing to jail, And that
ofMoer his relatives, in which the lalter were
kilied, Attempta made to arrest the murder.
ers, and these was eluded through the management of
A hurean oMcer. The nerrcﬂ esen it the thne,
but It la reported |nmt::? were twarda canght
and exeeuted order of A Lynch luw tribunal.
General Gillem, it seemn, has dotermined to arrest
both court, jury and esecationsr in the later case,

and hupt s mr e acoordingly,

the person on whom, or the body by vl:l?m. or the
i before  which, or ~ the offences for
which, or the manuer n which this high
power should be exerclsed; each and-all arc
provided for by cxpress words of imperative com-
mand. The Hoase of Representatives shall solely im-
peach; the Senpate only shail try, and o case of con-
viction the judgement shall alone be removal from
oMee, and disqnalification fur ofMce, one or Loth.
These mundatory provisions becans DECEsRArY W
ammt a well known procedure of the mother country
to the metitutions the then lofani republic,  But
u single incident only of the business was left to con
struction, and that concerns the odences or incapaci-
ties which are the groundwork of impeachioent.
This was wisely done, Lecause human foresight
Is  Inadequate and human  inteligence  fails
In the task of antlclpatiog aond providing for,
Ia,r positive enactinent, all the Infinite gradations
of human wrong and sin, by which the liberties
of a people gud the sufuty of & pation way be endan-
ered from the bmbecility, corruplon and wohal-
owed ambition of 1t ralers, 1L sy nok be umin-
structive to observe that the framers of the consti-
tution, while engaged 1n their glorioas and, | trust,
ever enduring work, had their attention aroused
and thewr minds quh.".’clu:d wost signally upon this
very topie. In the previous year only Mr. Barke,
froin his place 1 the House of Commons in Eng-
land, had preferved charges for impeachiment against
Wiarren Hastings, aod three days before our Con-

vention  sat  he was  Lupeached  at the bar
of the House of Lords  jor misbehavior i
oMce us the culer of a Wliose bers were

counted by millivoa, Thee mails were Lhen bringing
across the Atlantic, week by weel, the eloquent ac-
cusstion of Burke, the gorgeous aud burning denuns
clations ol Sheridan, i behall of the oppressed peo-
ple of India against one who had wielded over them
more than regal power.  May it not tave been that
the trial then tn progress wos the determioigg cagse
why the framers of the cousutuion lelt the descrip-
ton of vfiences, because of whitch e conduet of an
officer might be inguired of, o be delined by the
laws and usgages of Parlinment a8 (oamd o the pre.
cerdenls of the wother couniry, with winch our
fathers were o8 famlliar a8 we  are with owe
own., In the nght, therelore, of  these  pre-
cedents what are hnpeachable  offenecs  dmler
the provisions of our coustitubion? To analyze, e
compare, to reconcile these precedonts s a work
rather for the closet than the form. o order, there-
fore, Lo spare your attention, | have picivered Lo =tite
the result to whach | have arvived; and that you msy
see the authorities and discussions, both i Lhls coun-
try and i Englund, from wiich we dedace wur pro-

wsitions, 50 Gar as applicable to tis case, | pray

ave Lo lay belore you, ot e close ol wy argument,
& brlef of wll the precedemia amd sl horiiies upon thiis
subyject, 1 both coutitries, for which 1 sm lpdebted to
The exhanustive wid learued labors of my Hend, the
Hon. Williun Lawrence, of o, imemmber of the Ju-
diciary Committee of the House of  Hepresenta-
tves, In which 1 fully  concur  wmd  which
I wdopt, We define, therefore, aa hupeachnbie
high crime or misdeumeanor o be vne in 1ts nature
or consequences subversive ol some fupdamental or
essentinl principle of government, ov gidy prejudl-
clal to the publie interest; and 1his ay consist of
violation of the constitution, of law, of an oMcis
outhor duty, by an act committed or omitted, or,
without violating a positive jlaw, by the abuse of
discredlonary powers from buproper motives or for
Guy improper purpose.  The Hest cnibicism which
Wil strike the mind on & cursory exanination of
this deginition la that some of the enomerated acts
are not within the common luw definition of crimes,
1t 18 but common learning that in the English pre-
cedents the wordas “lugh erlmes and misdemeanors'
are universally used; but any malversation in
oitice, ighly prejudicial to the pablic interest, or
subversive of some fundamental prineiple of goveran:
ment by which the satety of & people may be i
danger, s a high crime against the notlou, as the
terin is used In Parllamentary law.  Hatlam, in his
“Constitutional Wstory of England,” certainly de-
duces (his doctrine (Fom the precodents, and cs
peeuu{"t.am Danby (Case 11, Siate Trials, 600), of
wihich he says:—

The Commons, in impeaching Lord Danhy, wentl a great
way Lowerds lhlllhu‘g‘lbn principle thal no minister can
Abeiter bhimegll Dalnod iroos by plesding obddienes Lo

arders of bls soversign, He in answersble for the justicr,

butesty, the Wity of all meds ires emanatiog from the
erown as well as for helr legalivy : and thus the eseculive
administiration is, or t to be, subordiaaie i sll greas
maners of poliey o the superintendendce aud virtual coutrel
of the Lwo huuses of tament

Mr. Ohristian, in his notes 1o the commentaries of
Blackstooe, explains the collection and nse of the
words _* crimes and misdemeanora’ by eay-
Ing:=When the words “high crimes and misde-
meanors'' are nasd iD profecutions by impeachment,
the words “high crimes’ have no defnite signilica-
tion, but are used merely to give greater solemnity
to the oharge, A LKé (aierpretation must bave vecn
given by the (ramers of the constitution, because &
like definition 1o ours was in the mind of Mr. Madi-
som, lo whom more than to any other we are in-
detted for the phraseology of our constitution, for,
Im the Grast Congress, when discussing the power fo
remove an oBoer by the President, wiich (s one of
1he very inaterial guessiona before the Seoate at this
moment, he ases Lae lollowing words,—

The daoger conalma maluly in this, ibal ibe Preatdent can
dlsplace i

om ofcs & man wanee merits require that he
sbould continusd In ik In the first place, be will be jm.
For L] e st ot A e Cheg
of | eonte A1 the wa
wonld subjeet bim o [mpeachment asd removal from bis
own Bigh iFust.
8t ening this view, we fnd that within ten
years rwards tupeachment was applied by the
very men who framed the constitution to the acts of

Blic oMcers which, under no common law dedni-
on.’coul?n b justly called erimea or misdemeanors,
elther high or low. Leaving, however, the correct-
ness of our proposition to sustained by the an-
thortties we rmmun. we iure nuturally brought to the
conslderation of the method of the procedure
the nature of the procecdings in cases of Impeach-
ment, and the charmctet and powers of the trl-
tumnf by which high evimes and nusdemednairns are
to b adfndged of determined,  One o the huportant
guestions which o We At the outsct s:—I1s this

provecding b tial as That tern is utdersiood, 8o far



